THE GIRONDE ATTACKS
for her at all. As for the budding "dictator", he was
wax in her hands. Before Robespierre knew what
was happening, he had been bundled into a hackney
and was on his way back to the Duplay house, probably
not an unwilling victim. "They love me so much, they
are so considerate and kind that it would be ingratitude
to repulse them", he told his sister.
Charlotte and Augustin continued to live in the Rue
St. Florentin. She and Madame Duplay were now
hardly on speaking terms, and one day when Charlotte
sent over her maid with some preserves for her brother,
Madame Duplay—either in a burst of temper or with
the deliberate intent of stopping Charlotte's visits—
said curtly: "Take them back. I don't want her to
poison Robespierre", and slammed the door. That of
course terminated all further intercourse between them.
Robespierre thought it wiser not to intervene. When
he wanted to see Charlotte (which was not often) he
went to the Rue St. Florentin.
Later, Charlotte accompanied Augustin on his
mission to the Alpes-Maritimes. Two others in the
party were Augustin's fellow-commissioner Ricord and
his pretty, light-minded young wife. Charlotte was not
destined to keep the peace with others of her sex. She
soon managed to pick a quarrel with Madame Ricord,
whom she accused of unbecoming conduct with her
brother. She tells a somewhat fanciful story of how she
happened to leave the party, but the truth appears to be
that she departed in a temper. Back in Paris, she seems
to have wagged her tongue rather carelessly, and when
Augustin returned he refused to live with her and went
to lodge with the Ricords. "Our sister has not a drop of
blood in her veins akin to ours", he wrote to Maxi-
milien. "What I have seen and learned concerning her
convinces me that she is our most bitter enemy." He

